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As policy and governance in the digital environment 

emerge as some of the most pressing challenges of our 

generation, the Digital Policy Leadership Program 

(DPLP) is designed to empower students with the tools 

and knowledge needed to address them, promote inter-

national collaboration, and advance research partners-

hips between Brazil and Switzerland. 

As part of the Program, the Exchange Semester seeks 

to support young leaders capable of advocating for 

rights-based and development-oriented digital policies at 

both national and international levels. Fellows will engage 

in a diverse range of activities at their host institutions, 

including specialized workshops, collaborative research 

projects, mentorship opportunities, and exposure to 

leading experts in the field. 

These experiences are expected to prepare students to 

become influential voices in shaping the future of equita-

ble and sustainable digital governance. 

Activities During the Exchange Program

• Studies: Fellows will be strongly encouraged to
enrol in at least one course related to digital
policy at their host institution.

• Research: Based on their individual in-
terests, fellows are expected to dedicate 4
to 8 hours per week to research pro-
jects led by professors at their host institution.
By the end of the exchange, this re-
search experience should result in a final deli-
verable, such as an op-ed, a com-
mentary, a policy brief, or a similar output
that reflects their contributions.

• Mentorship: Each fellow will be paired with a men-

tor at the host institution. The mentor will provide

guidance throughout the program and offer support

for plan-ning future academic and professional steps.

• Digital Policy Day: With the support and guidan-

ce from faculty coordinators in each institution, fel-

lows will organize an event aimed at engaging other

students and fostering discussions with a broader

community of stakeholders around digital policy is-

sues.

• Networking and Learning Visits: During their
stays, fellows will participate in visits to important di-
gital policy organizations. In the past, fellows in Brazil
have visited the Brazilian Internet Steering Commit-
tee (CGI), and, in Switzerland, they have travelled to
Geneva  to  engage  with  international  advisory  and
policy organi-zations, such as the UN Human Rights
B-Tech Project, UNDP, and the Geneva Inter-net
Platform.

• Wrap-up: At the conclusion of the program, fel-

lows will produce a written final deliverable, along

with a video reflecting on their experiences, which

will be added to the program’s webpage. Further

networking opportunities will be organized to con-

nect former, current, and future fellows, and help

build a community for shar-ing knowledge.

Program Information
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Application Procedure

For HSG students 

Bachelor's students interested in the exchange program 

must first apply through the Student Mobility Services at 

the HSG via Mobility-Online Portal. After being nomina-

ted by the HSG, Insper will provide detailed 

information on the next steps, including the required 

documents and insights into student life in São Paulo.

Detailed information can be found on the 

StudentWeb for Bachelor Outgoing students.

For Insper students

Applications must first be submitted to your home uni-

versity. Insper's Mobility Services will then nominate stu-

dents to the HSG. At HSG, students will need to com-

plete an online application through the Mobility-Online 

Portal. The HSG Student Mobility Services team will 

provide guidance throughout the application 

process and issue both the Acceptance Letter and 

your grant for visa. Each semester, Student Mobility 

Services at HSG organizes a mandatory Orientation Day 

for all guest stu-dents to ensure a smooth start to their 

exchange semes-ter.

Detailed information can be found on the website 

for Incoming guest students.

Visa requirements 

For HSG students 

• Visa (before arrival)

The Mobility Services of Insper will assist with the visa 

application process. Once nominated by the HSG for 

the exchange program and accepted by Insper, interna-

tional students are required to obtain a student visa 

from the Brazilian Embassy or Consulate in their home 

country. The Institute for Law and Economics will issue a 

Financial Support Letter to aid in the visa application. 

• CPF (before arrival)

The CPF (“Cadastro de Pessoa Física”) is a unique iden-

tification number required to access various services in 

Brazil. It is widely used in daily activities, such as signing 

up for a SIM card, opening a bank account, shopping on-

line, among other uses. The CPF can be requested at the 

consulate during the visa application process, and it is ty-

pically issued immediately.

For Insper students

• Visa (before arrival)

Depending on the fellow's nationality, a visa may be re-

quired before entering Switzerland. Once nominated by 

Insper, the Institute of Law and Economics will provide a 

Financial Support Letter to assist with the visa applicati-

on process.

Administrative Information

https://www.unisg.ch/en/studying/exchange-programme/outgoing-hsg-students/
https://www.unisg.ch/en/studying/exchange-programme/outgoing-hsg-students/
https://www.unisg.ch/en/studying/exchange-programme/outgoing-hsg-students/
https://www.unisg.ch/en/studying/exchange-programme/incoming-guest-students/
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For Brazilian Nationals: Approximately three months 

before the exchange semester starts, HSG Mobility Ser-

vices will send the Visa Authorization Form electronical-

ly. After receiving the form, it is necessary to contact the 

Swiss consulate indicated in the top right corner of the 

authorization form as soon as possible to apply for the 

visa. The Swiss consulate should already have a copy of 

the visa grant on file. 

*The visa application processing fee is covered by the

scholarship. Initially, HSG Student Mobility Services will

pay the fee on behalf of the student. Afterwards, the

student will receive an invoice from HSG Student Mobi-

lity Services and is responsible for reimbursing the cost.

• Residence Permit (after arrival)

Staying in Switzerland for more than 90 days requires 

obtaining a residence permit. To do so, registration at 

the Resident’s Office in St. Gallen is mandatory within 14 

days of arrival. The Resident’s Office will issue the resi-

dence permit and send a letter requesting proof of 

compliance with the compulsory health insurance requi-

rements.

Courses registration and information

For HSG students 

Students will receive advance notification about course 

registration, which operates on a first-come, first-served 

basis. However, exchange students have a high likelihood 

of securing spots in their preferred courses. Course 

changes (adding/dropping) are allowed within the first 

two weeks of the semester. 

Each semester, 25 to 35 courses are taught in English. 

The updated course list for the next semester will be 

available at the end of October and at the end of April. 
Meanwhile, refer to the previous semester's course 

list here as an example of available offerings. 

Graduate courses (in Portuguese) can be found on 

Insper’s website. 

Examples of courses previously offered for DPLP Fel-

lows at Insper (subject to availability):

• Technology & Engineering

Embedded Linux and System on Chip, Machine Lear-

ning, Machine Learning Ops & Interviews, Natural Lan-

guage Processing, Open-Source Development. 

• Business & Management

Global Value Chains, Globalization and Sustainability, 

Project Management: From Traditional to Agile Ap-

proach, Technology Ventures: Insights from Technical 

Change and Innovation. 

• Ethics & Policy

Responsible Artificial Intelligence: Ethics and Innovation 

in Business, Busi-ness and Human Rights, Innovation and 

Opportunities in Biotechnology: From Bioengineering to 

the Market. 

Administrative Information

https://alinsperedu-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/experienciainternacional_al_insper_edu_br/IgAsVNDJ1ibiQqMECyvENxB1AcVPvTpFApEWOyfb9X4xpUA?e=07ULIg
https://www.insper.edu.br/pt/home
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For Insper students

The HSG allocates courses through a Bidding System, 

where students use points to prioritize the courses they 

want to enrol in. The system is very similar to an auction, 

students assign points to their preferred courses, and at 

the end of each bidding round, seats are allocated based 

on the number of points placed. If multiple students bid 

the same amount for a course, the remaining seats are 

assigned randomly.

Each semester, a wide range of courses is offered in En-

glish and German. Course directories are published in 
mid to late April for the Autumn Semester and in mid 
to late October of the previous year for the Spring 
Semester.

The course catalogue can be found here. 

Examples of courses previously offered for DPLP Fel-

lows at HSG (subject to availa-bility):

• Digital Governance & Society

Governing Digital Platforms, Gesellschaft/Society: Tech-

nology, Enforcement, and Morality: Drivers of Illegal 

Markets in Latin America, Gesell-schaft/Society: Global 

Beauty Cultures in the Digital Age. 

• Media & Data

Medien/Media: How Datafication, Surveillance, and AI 

are Changing Media and Society, Medien/Media: Data 

Cultures - Understanding Mediation from Social Media 

to Artificial Intelligence. 

• Technology

Technologien/Technologies: Afrocentric Perspectives on 

Human Rights and Justice in Cyberspace, Technologien/

Technologies: Metaworlds, Technolo-gien/Technologies: 

Use of Robots: Rethinking the Automation Hype 

• Ethics & Responsibility

Verantwortung/Responsibility: Big Data in Healthcare: 

Power, Ethics, and Work 

*Students receive detailed information about courses

and academics, including the bidding process, in mid-
August for the Autumn term and mid-January for the
Spring term.

Administrative Information

https://www.unisg.ch/en/studying/studying-at-hsg/course-choice-and-exams/
https://courses.unisg.ch/event/event-hierarchy
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Fellows are required to dedicate 4 to 8 hours per week 

to research projects aligned with their individual inter-

ests, under the guidance of professors at their host insti-

tution. These projects offer a unique opportunity to gain 

hands-on experience in key areas of digital policy, tech-

nology, and governance. 

Research at Insper (Led by Prof. Ivar Hartmann) 

Big Data about Gig Work: iFood controls 80% of the 
Brazilian meal delivery market and manages thousands 

of delivery workers. A huge dataset with information 

about individual workers shared with Insper allows 

unique insights into the realities of platform 

governance and gig work.

Meta’s Oversight Board: If the Oversight Board is similar to 

a court of free speech for Facebook and Instagram, 

what can the literature on high courts and judicial 

behavior teach us about the OB’s aspirations and 

strategic behavi-or? 

AI and Platform Governance: What are the dynamics and 

narratives that influence the politics of AI regulation? 

How does scientific knowledge actually influence 

decisions on how to regulate AI and its use by 

platforms?

Research at HSG (Led by Prof. Mariana Valente)

Copyright and the Digital Environment:  This line of 
research examines how recent developments in digital 
technologies challenge copyright law, creators and 
access to knowledge. It involves research on:

• How digital remuneration is currently being

discussed within WIPO´s SCCR.

• The relationship between AI training and copyright

protection.

• The implications of copyright and remuneration in

online business models.

Illegal Markets in the Digital Age: This research examines 

illegal market practices and policies related to content 

regulation and digital payments on digital platforms, with 

a focus on Latin America. It is a collaborative project 

with professors Matias Dewey, Roy Gava, and Mariana 

Valente. The study, combining sociological, legal, and po-

litical approaches, addresses:

• How digital technologies reshape buying and
selling practices in illegal markets.

• The impact of platform regulation on illegal transac-

tions and vice versa.

• Trends and policy factors for preventing illicit trans-

actions via digital payments.

Research Projects

Continued on the next page →
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Data Justice and Social Protection Policies in Brazil: The 

University of St. Gallen, in partnership with Privacy 

International and InternetLab, is studying the use of 

automated decision-making in Brazil's social 

protection programs, focusing on Cadastro Único 

(CadÚnico), a federal data-base that manages 

information on low-income families. Key goals include:

• Mapping social programs that rely on CadÚnico.

• Analyzing how data is collected and used to include

vulnerable families.

• Identifying the types of data processed and their

flow.

• Evaluating automation in benefit allocation and its

impact on inequality.

During the exchange semesters, each fellow will be pai-

red with a mentor based on their professional and aca-

demic interests. These mentors are typically experien-

ced profes-sionals who are well-established in their 

fields. Their role is to help fellows make the most of 

their exchange experience by providing guidance on ca-

reer planning, engage-ment opportunities during the ex-

change, and potential next steps after the program, as 

well as facilitating networking opportunities. Mentorship 

meetings are expected to take place at least once a 

month. 

Past mentors who have guided fellows in their 

academic and professional growth can be found on 

the DPLP website.

Research Projects Mentorship

https://ile.unisg.ch/de/projects/digital-policy-leadership-program/
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São Paulo

São Paulo, located in the southeastern region of Brazil, 

is the country's largest city and one of the largest in 

the world. It serves as Brazil's economic and cultural 

hub, featuring a vibrant cultural scene with numerous 

theatres, museums, art galleries, and cultural centres. 

The city's skyline is a mix of diverse architectural 

styles, featuring iconic landmarks such as the São Paulo 

Cathedral, the Copan Building, and the Museum of Art 

of São Paulo (MASP). The city also hosts the São Paulo 

Art Biennial, one of the most important contemporary 

art events in Latin America. 

Transportation

The public transportation system in the city of São 

Paulo consists of buses, complemented by the Metro 

(subway), trains, and intercity buses. Taxis are widely 

available in São Paulo, as well as ridesharing services 

like Uber, 99, and Cabify. In recent years, São Paulo has 

been improving its cycling infrastructure, with some 

bike lanes and bike-sharing programs available (e.g., 

bikeItaú). Bicycles are allowed on the metro, subject to 

specific regulations. 

St. Gallen

St. Gallen is a charming city located in northeastern 

Switzerland and the capital of the canton of St. Gallen. 

It has a rich history dating back to the 7th century, 

offering a unique blend of history, culture, and natural 

beauty. The city’s most famous attraction is the Abbey 

District, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The Abbey 

Library houses one of the most significant medieval 

book collections in the world, including ancient 

manuscripts and early printed books. Every autumn, 

the city hosts the Olma Fair, one of Switzerland's 

largest trade fairs. 

For detailed information about what the city has to 

offer, you can visit its official website.  

Transportation

Switzerland has an efficient transportation network, 

making it easy to travel across the country. For those 

who plan to travel frequently, it is worth considering a 

Half-Fare Travelcard, which allows you to purchase 

train, bus, and boat tickets at half the regular price. 

Please check the official website of the SBB or contact 

their customer service to obtain the most up-to-date 

information on the specific ticket options available and 

their respective benefits. 

**We encourage Insper students to review the HSG 

Incoming Students Fact Sheet for detailed information. 
Similarly, HSG students should consult the Insper Fact 

Sheet 2026 for further details.

Experience Brazil and Switzerland

https://masp.com.br/pt-br
https://36.bienal.org.br/
https://bikeitau.com.br/
https://www.stadt.sg.ch/home/welcome.html
https://www.sbb.ch/en/offers/half-fare-travelcard
https://www.unisg.ch/en/studying/exchange-programme/incoming-guest-students/
https://www.insper.edu.br/en/quem-somos/internacional/mobilidade



